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MCALESTER PROPOSES TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS 

 

MCALESTER, Okla. – The city of McAlester invites citizens to participate in  a public hearing on 

Tuesday, January 21st at 6:00 pm on upcoming plans to build and improve trails in the city. The hearing 

will take place during the regular meeting of the Planning Commission in Council Chambers at City Hall 

located at 28 E. Washington Avenue.  

 

The process is part of an application to the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department Division of 

State Parks Federal Grants Section Recreational Trails Program. Two applications are underway for 

separate proposals to the program that will provide eighty percent of funding if approved.  

 

The first application to the grant program is to rebuild the existing exercise trail at Rotary Park to 

accommodate pedestrians and bicycles as well as install outdoor fitness equipment. The location of the 

track is near the Senior Citizen Center, low-income housing, healthcare facilities, and existing recreation 

opportunities such as the J.I. Stipe Center and Buffalo Run Disc Golf Course. 

 

The other application to the Recreational Trails Program is a new Parker Trail linking Parker Intermediate 

School to nearby neighborhoods, parks, and other trails. This helps realize the goals of the Master Trails 

Plan by moving people throughout the community on safer paths that accommodate pedestrians and 

bicycles away from roadways. The Parker Trail will connect to the Waterways Trail that is currently under 

design and funded through the Oklahoma Department of Transportation’s  Transportation Alternatives 

Program. The proposed trail will be built entirely on city-owned property on a platted, but unbuilt roadway 

and create a trailhead at the recently updated Thunderbird Park. It creates connections to low-income 

housing, educational institutions, parks, Jeff Lee Swimming Pool, Hook Eales Stadium, and more. The trail 

will be fully ADA Accessible and include amenities such as lighting, seating, and components of outdoor 

education. 

 

“These trails will not only create opportunity for health and exercise but also provide safe transportation for 

children, seniors, and others with limited access to vehicles,” said Assistant City Manager Toni Ervin. 

“We’ve made a lot of progress on implementing the Master Trails Plan including installing bicycle lanes 

this year.” 

 



 

 

City Councilors adopted the Master Trails Plan for McAlester in 2012 following a series of public hearings 

and input sessions. The city hopes to continue to capture public input during the hearing on Tuesday and 

encourages residents to turn out and be a part of the process. Portions of the Master Plan already adopted 

include wayfinding signs in the Downtown area, the Belmont Trail connecting Indiana Avenue to the 

Covington Walking Track, and bicycle lanes on Monroe Avenue and Ninth Street.  

 

“We held a stakeholder meeting in December with McAlester Public Schools, utility companies, and our 

parks department and we are ready to take these plans public,” said Ervin. “With the support of the grant 

program and our citizens, we can continue our progress towards a healthier and safer community for all 

citizens.” 
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